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Translating a Woman’ s Life: The Use of Otsuma Kotaka’ s Memoir as a Text
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*—7—F : translation, gender studies, autobiography, women’ s history, history of education

1. BIREM
This

increase the availability of information about

project was initiated in order to
Otsuma Women’s University and founder Otsuma
Kotaka to the

Otsuma’s pioneering work is part of an area of

international community.
Japanese women’s history deserving of greater
attention among scholars outside Japan, namely,
domestically fostered private educational
institutions for girls and women. These schools
and Otsuma Gakuin in particular comprise an
important part of Japan’s response to modernity
and Western cultures

The project includes collecting and analyzing
materials concerning the history of Otsuma
Women’s University and the life of its founder,
The work contributes to the resources and

background necessary to conduct a primary task

of the project, which 1is the English
translation and annotation of Japanese
language documents that explicate the

institution’s history. We have concentrated
thus far on translating and annotating Otsuma
Kotaka’s memoir Gomokumeshi.

The process is valued as highly as the product
in this endeavor. By this we mean that we used
the project of analyzing and translating as a
method for teaching students how to find and use
primary, secondary and reference materials.
Students

translation. These pedagogical aspects of the

also participate 1in the work of

project take place in a section of the 3rd year

seminar called Lt & 3C 1k i & [Seminar in
Comparative Culture] in the Faculty of

57

Comparative Culture. By participating with

the students are expected to
skills

their 4th year seminar and graduation thesis,

the instructor,
develop research in preparation for
Furthermore, we anticipate that translation,
editing, and presentations will enhance skills
in English and Japanese communication that are
directly applicable to professional life after

graduation.

2. FEEERE
The project was conducted in four activities:
materials, 2. translation,

1. search for

3. presentation, and 4.evaluation.

1. Searching for and collecting materials:
The
searching for and using primary and secondary
and used the

purchase rare historical materials related to

researchers instructed students in

sources project funding to
the project topic

The
translated pieces of Otsuma Kotaka’s memoir
They
prepared

2. Translation: principle researcher
Gomokumeshi with students every week.

read background material and

annotations for historical events, people,

places, and archaic terms. The cooperating
researcher checked the translations

3. Presentation: The work was presented four
times during the project year, at two academic
conferences, a poster session at the Tama
campus festival, and in an academic journal
article.

4.Evaluation:The researchers administered an

anonymous survey to students after the students
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and researchers held a poster session in
October, 2010. The purposes of this review were
to verify that students understood the purposes
of the course project, let them express their
goals and evaluate their own participation, and
uncover problems they experienced, Furthermore,
an after action review session was held with

students to evaluated the poster session.

3. HIRBFEOEMKR
We have translated approximately 130 pages of
While

it is not yet ready for publication, the project

the 207 page manuscript of Gomokumeshi.

year resulted in significant progress towards
that goal. We will the
historical materials obtained for the project
work towards Students’
the them

experience in research and translation that

continue to use

as we completion.

participation in project gave

formed a base for their graduation thesis work
in their 4th years. We hope they will continue
to apply it in their professional lives after
graduation.

We this to

audiences and received valuable feedback from

presented project academic
international scholars. We have published one
paper and are preparing another manuscript for
publication in 2012.

We held a poster session that was very valuable
to the students and researchers. It was well
received by attending parents and students, and
Students

confidence and honed self-expression skills

Otsuma Gakuin faculty. gained

while explaining their projects to campus

visitors. Furthermore, they also obtained
information through interacting with visitors
who were from Hiroshima Prefecture and familiar
with Otsuma Kotaka’s hometown. This aspect of
the project that the
2011-2012 students  and

instructor will hold a poster session based on

was so successful

year’s  seminar
the experiences and materials gained during the
funding vyear. This poster session, titled
“Otsuma Kotaka and the Ideal of the "Good Wife”
in Japanese Culture” will be held at the

58
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Language and Culture Association 18th Annual
Conference on July 2nd, 2011 at Otsuma Women’s

University, Tama campus

4. FLHESEDEE
This

progress towards the goals of gathering and

project resulted in significant
disseminating information on the history
of Otsuma Gakuin and founder Otsuma Kotaka.
We are planning to complete the following
tasks:

-Finishing the translation with the use of
materials obtained during the project year.
-Editing the translation.

—Searching for funding for publication of
the translation.

—Interviewing former students of Otsuma
Kotaka,

and creating English subtitles for the

creating a audiovisual database

interviews.

5. ARHERE

1) EE, P

G.S. Johnson (2011) Translating the Marriage of
Otsuma Kotaka: An Evaluation of Pedagogical
Implications, RZELLEIAK, 12, 47-57

2) FEHR

[1] Gregory S. Johnson (2010) Translating a
Woman’s Life: The Use of Otsuma Kotaka’s Memoir
as a Text, AARFIELF2 (LCA) 2 17 [
Ko, MPLFREIIRT.

(2] BE® (2011) BHET XA FELTOW
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