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Cultural violence makes direct and structural
violence look. even feel. right - or at least not wrong.
Just as political science is about two problems - the
use of power and the legitimation of the use of power
violence studies are about two problems: the use of
violence and the legitimation of that use.
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There were in that place a god-mother, an old but still
healthy woman, and prophetesses. Four of the
prophetesses entered the room; they were pale but
strong and good-looking girls. They bowed to the
Savior, received his blessing, and stood in a circle
holding each other's hands. When the Savior gave his

permission, they began to whirl—as a whirling wheel.

Continuing their whirling they began not to sing but
to howl. This time, four men who were sitting on a
bench with leather gloves on their hands applauded
them with great vigor. I could not understand the
words because of the noise though, the old man (i.e.,
Selivanov) as it seemed to me, tried to amuse me by

saying a number of times that he rejected everything,
giving everything to God.
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—— Abstract
This paper aims to analyze the religious practices of the 18th-century Russian Christian sect, the Skoptsy

(Castration Faction), from the perspective of predicate logic, examining how their doctrines were rationalized
and contributed to the expansion of their organization, while also considering the issues inherent in
contemporary religious criticism. The Skoptsy positioned castration as a means of "liberation from original sin"
and "union with God," developing unique teachings that identified testicles and breasts as the "fruit of the Tree
of Knowledge of Good and Evil" and the penis as the "serpent." This paper analyzes how these doctrines were
rationalized through predicate logic and how they facilitated the recruitment of believers and the development
of the sect. On the other hand, excessive criticism of cults in modern times also entails a logical fallacy—
namely, the misuse of predicate logic leading to generalizations such as "abnormal behavior = danger"—which
disregards the internal motivations of faith and risks exacerbating social conflicts. Through the case of the
Skoptsy, this paper elucidates how misunderstandings of religious others arise and how exclusionary logic is
formed. Furthermore, from the perspective of peace studies, it highlights the importance of understanding belief
systems and promoting dialogue rather than merely dismissing religious practices as "abnormal," as a means
of preventing social division. Recognizing the dangers of cult criticism based on fallacious applications of
predicate logic and advancing a more inclusive understanding of religion may ultimately contribute to the
construction of positive peace.
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