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Chiastic structure and the central element of chiasmus in the Akutagawa’s ‘The Spider’s Thread’
—Climactic rejection of paradox—
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Since the centre of the chiasm is the climax, it should
be a passage worthy of that position in terms of its
significance. With this proposed outline of
Philippians, the section 2.17-3.1a, which has long
baffled commentators, moves into its originally-
intended position of prominence and its significance

is clearly seen.
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One scholar who has specialized in the literary form
and structure of the Old Testament is convinced
Genesis through Deuteronomy plus the book of
Joshua (all six of which he collectively labels “the
Hexateuch”) form one enormous macrochiasm with
the covenant at Sinai (Exodus 19:3-Numbers 10:10)
as the central and climactic (X) component.
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—— Abstract
The central element of chiasmus has the function of indicating the climax. In this paper, an analysis of
Ryunosuke Akutagawa's short story "The Spider's Thread" was conducted to determine if it follows the

structure of chiasmus and whether the central element of the story could indeed be considered a climax. As a
result, it was confirmed that "The Spider's Thread" follows the chiasmus structure, and its central element
serves as the climax. Considering this climax in comparison with the generally accepted range of climaxes
revealed some minor differences, but overall, they were found to be largely the same. According to the
discussion in this paper, it was revealed that the choice of whether Kandata accepts the paradox presented by
Oshaka-sama is positioned within the central element of the chiasmus, indicating its significance in determining
the climax of the work. This paper is also a tentative essay that offers a new methodology for the analysis of
Japanese novels.
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