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A study of the behavioral characteristics of hunter-gatherer children in Mlabri:
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psychological questionnaires, though we tried to adapt
many of the tests worked out for five and six- year-olds to
the adults. These tests, too, had of course, to be adapted as
far as possible to the primitives’ stock of ideas. In this
connexion we found that the adult Phi Tong Luang were
unable to cope with the problems which are solved at once
by European children of five to six years. (p.151)”

“The capacity for learning especially seems to be
extraordinarily low.” (p.126)

“They were incapable of abstract thought, and incapable
of drawing conclusions.” (p. 125)

“They were unable to talk about things of the past or the
future.” (p.125)

“The form of social organization, the attitude of the Phi
Tong Luang to the struggle for existence, and many other
things, indicate that the conception of individuality and the
ability to will were only slightly developed in them.” (p.
125)

“Every child bears this burden, At barely seven years of
age all further development of any importance seems to
cease.” (p. 151)

“Their children who do not think out any games, who have
no aim in life, and who take no pleasure in accomplishment,
who have no questions and trouble themselves about no
mysteries, also have very little persistence. ” (p. 152)

“They had no conception of cause and effect, and no
capacity of intellectual assimilation or criticism.” (p. 127)
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“This endurance of idleness was not balanced by any
endurance of work.” (p. 124)

“and he, too, would break off in the middle of a
conversation the moment he felt like starting something
else. ” (p. 125)

“Their docility and amenability , and their habit of
obeying though they have not been taught to obey, bear
witness to this.”

“Yet the children are capable of a short-lived revolt. We
call this period among our three- and four-year-olds the
age of defiance; it troubles many parents. Among the Phi
Tong Luang this period of suddenly awakened self-
awareness and self-will also makes its appearance, but less
markedly and at a rather later age, from five to six.” (p.
152)

“Any idea of rebellion against the authority of the parents
is foreign to them and so is any ambition to improve
existing conditions, any idea of knowing better than the
older people, any arrogance.” (p. 153)

“This is shown by the self-sacrificing attitude of the
parents to their children, and especially by the thoughtful
care of the old and the ailing. ” (p. 123)

“The concern too, for those who are absent overlong, and
the saving of food, of which there is often little enough to
spare, for the absent, are further evidence.” (p. 123)

“They like animals; they play with the dogs, ” (p. 149)

“I noticed no gestures of courtesy or of greeting or
farewell among the Phi Tong Luang, and in all their
intercourse with one another they showed almost entirely
unemotional calmness and composure.” (p. 123)

T never saw a Phi Tong Luang annoyed or angry, and I
never saw an expression of pleased excitement in any of
these people. ” (p. 123)

“The Phi Tong Luang talked very little among themselves,
and could be together of hours without speaking a word. ”
(p. 124)

“These people of a remote age suffer from a burden that
has impeded all development, an apathy a lethargy and a
"stick-in -the-mud" ineducability, that have prevented any
sort of progress in spite of all that has happened in the
world during thousands of years. ” (p. 151)

“Shy and reserved as they were with us, there was no
element of submissiveness in their behavior. ” (p.122)

BAABRZ LV « EF AR

(% 503 Z ORIERRHIRTRA N, 1HFET 5
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TEBLLIBIPNWRELZOMTHS. | (p. 181)
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Lo XS PITRER & — #5152 &3 TE 2. (p.
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“They are extremely timid and shay with a stranger, and
will take nothing straight from his hand.” (p.150)

“Otherwise they are much too shy and nervous to
approach a stranger.” (p.123)

“In spite of this good treatment of the Phi Tong Luang,
they remained serious and reserved. ” (p.124)

“The most striking characteristic of the Phi Tong Luang
was surely their excessive nervousness and timidity.” (p.
129)

“There good humour and their easy-going nature should
be specially mentioned here.” (p.129)

“In view of the extraordinary retiring nature and the
timidity of the Phi Tong Luang ti is, of course, impossible
to know all their retreats.” (p. 132)

“There was nothing worse than spitting or belching-
which even the Phi Tong Luang avoided at meals.” (p. 123)
“There are no definite rules of good manners, but we never
noticed any acts that seriously offended our code. ” (p. 123)

“We found no trace of untruthfulness or lack of candour. ”
(p. 129)

“Lying, indeed, is abhorred, and is one of the few things
for which their children are punished.” (p. 129)

“A promise is always kept.” (p. 129)

“They never tool anything illicitly from our camp, whether
tobacco or rice or anything else of value to them.” (p.129)

“With a limited, childish imagination, with their minds at
work only on the needs of the moments, these relics of the
remote past live in eternal fear of men and animals.”

(p.130)

“This is largely because they have no capacity of thinking
ahead.” (p.140)
“they never occupy themselves creatively, unless they are

big enough to make bamboo cooking-tots or pipes or string.”

(p-149)
“The sight of any object unfamiliar to them arouses

neither curiosity nor even interest, only surprise and
shocked aversion.” (p.150)
“There children, who do not think out any games, ” (p.152)
“Their children who do not think out any games, who have
no aim in life, and who take no pleasure in accomplishment,
who have no questions and trouble themselves about no
mysteries, also have very little persistence. ” (p.152)

“The children know no technical games, and never draw
in the sand or on the ground.” (p.149)
“They know no fairy tales, songs, or dances.” (p.149)
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V. (p.308)
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I: “Crafismanship is at a very low level. ” (p.141)

K: “The children have a certain self-reliance at an early age,
and in general the freedom of the individual is respected
within wide limits.” (p.148)

L: “There can naturally be no joining in groups because
there are seldom more than two or three children living
together in a community.” (p.150)

“They know no games with rules. ” (p.149)

M: “We were unable to note any special faculties, such as
inventiveness, commercial ability, organizing talent, or any
sort of knowledge of nature.” (p.126)

“The women were so much more lively that at first they
seemed the more intelligent. This soon proved to be a
mistake. Whenever I tried to learn anything of significance
from them, it proved a waste of time. But they are certainly

the more active.” (p.128)
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—— Abstract
We provided a quantitative description of the behavioral characteristics of Mlabri children from the hunter-
gatherer community. The behavioral evaluation scale was developed based on Bernatzik's ethnography and 38
items selected. The evaluators were 48 adults (19 Mlabri, 8 Hmong, 14 Thai, 7 Mlabri researchers) who had
observed the behavior of Mlabri children over a long period. These ratings were factor analyzed to extract five
main factors that could be reasonably interpreted. According to the results, Mlabri children excelled in gross
motor skills, fine motor skills such as dexterity, and defensive physical abilities. Furthermore, they received
high evaluations related to social development. In terms of personality, they were characterized as “patient”
“kind,” and “interested in various things.” On the other hand, they also showed a tendency to get bored easily,
and it became clear that they loved nature, liking insects and animals and liking forests and rivers, and had
peaceful characteristics such as “not being competitive.” These were also behavioral characteristics that showed
a high load on the first factor. All of these characteristics received high scores of 2.5 or higher (median score:
3). It is clear that the Mlabri children are not the regressive and ignorant savages described by Bernatzik.
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