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—— Abstract
The opportunities for people today to come into contact with the so-called ‘printed word’ have been

drastically reduced, and the majority of people now read electronic text displayed on the screens of smartphones
and computers. In this paper, we consider electronically displayed text as ‘electronic écriture’ and consider its
influence on human development, in other words, on the constitution of the subject. In electronic ecriture in the
so-called net society, there are many cases in which not only text but also images, photographs, sound and
short-story videos are integrated together to form a single expressive object. In contrast, print écriture consists
only of a single medium, the written word, and although photographs may accompany some of it, there is no
room for audio, video or moving images. The difference between the two is not only a matter of the
technological evolution of the medium of communication, but should also be seen as forcing the recipients to
have a completely different ‘linguistic experience’, and the task of this paper is to argue for the social fact that
different linguistic experiences require different compositions of the subject. This approach was actually
proposed by Mark Poster in his book ‘Information Styles’ more than 30 years ago. By examining some of the
empirical studies on the former poster's problem of the ‘constitution of the subject’ under contemporary
electronic écriture, we can see that what he pointed out more than 30 years ago has now come to show aspects
of reality. This paper attempts to discuss the background and history of this phenomenon.
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