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This report compares Organtino Gnecchi-Soldi (1532-1609), the Jesuit missionary who helped usher in
the (brief) golden age of evangelization in late 16th-century Japan, and Hasegawa Fujihiro (1567-1617), the

Governor of Nagasaki who prepared the grounds for the mass expulsion of Kirishitan in the early 17th

century, as historical and literary characters. The two figures both appear as memorable, even primary, evil

agents in hostile contemporary narratives though as historical figures they are little known today. Organtino
takes the place of much more famous figures like Xavier (1506-1552) and Valignano (1539-1606) as the
representative of a diabolical cult in Edo-period anti-Kirishitan literature, while Fujihiro features prominently

as a leading persecutor in several plays produced in Koblenz whose scripts were recently uncovered by

Watanabe. In sum, they were both competent middle-rank managers in their respective enterprises who seem

to have left much deeper impressions on their adversaries than those for whom they worked.
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