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—— Abstract
The purpose of this study was to characterize field learning in the context of child care provider education,

and use the insights gained to develop teaching materials for instructing students in how to take field notes
(journal-keeping) in a meaningful manner reflective of their field experiences. During coursework done in
preparation for field training, many students have difficulty understanding processes such as how to set
personal learning challenges or how to keep field journals. This difficulty can arise when the education
program does not sufficiently define the inherent significance of field learning (what is to be learned, and
how); as a result, students do not receive adequate instruction in how to take field notes in a manner attuned
to the characteristics of field training.

The author, as an educator of child care providers, has taught the Child Care Field Training I (Welfare
Institutions) course in the Department of Child Studies at Otsuma Women’s University for many years. In the
2021 academic year, the department launched a new course, Child Care Field Training Guidance I B, to
provide students with preparatory and follow-up guidance on field training. In conjunction with this, the
author re-assessed the teaching materials he had been using. That analysis provided the foundation for this
study’s development of new teaching materials.

This study produced two key outcomes. First, it logically established the defining characteristics of field
learning in this context as: facilitating students’ understanding of the expertise required for caregiving work
that supports the lives of children and service users; and providing deeper insight into the foundation of that
expertise, namely, appreciation of the preciousness and equality of every person (respect for the human
being). Second, it created teaching materials intended to help each student record field notes in a meaningful
manner reflective of their daily field experiences, especially with regard to their diverse interactions with
children and service users, and the emotions that those interactions evoked in the student and the others.
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