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A report of "Kotaka Gaku" 2021 : Inheriting Otsuma tradition
through studying the words of the founder, Kotaka Otsuma
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Kotaka Gaku”, which was started last year as a mandatory subject for first-year students, was held online
in 2021 (as in 2020). The aim of this course is to encourage students to develop a clear vision of their future
by studying the words of Ostuma Kotaka, the founder of Otsuma Women’s University.

This course was taught by eight teachers from different departments. To review the effect of the course on
the students, we analyzed questionnaires given to them. The class attendance rate of students was
96.1~98.8% (96.7~99.5%, in 2020), which shows high interest in the course by the students. The
questionnaire result, graded on a scale of 1 to 5, returned a score ranging from 4.30~4.92 of the classes
(4.19~4.88 in 2020). We used KH Corder to search and analyze students’ responses in their questionnaires to
indicate what points the students evaluated the classes upon. They evaluated the following two points higher
than others: understandability and acquisition of new information.

We have come to the conclusion that “Kotaka Gaku” has a positive effect of encouraging students to think
about what to study at Otsuma, and that it’s a very important subject for first-year students. The words they
study in “Kotaka Gaku” will stay in their minds for the rest of their lives and guide them on their journeys.
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