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Kindergarten, when I was five. We were
born in Spain, my brother and I...when
we came back here, I was five, my
brother would have been two or three...
when we looked around at all these
people with their chocolate hair,
chocolate people... Brown people... “I
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have brown friends!
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Not in my growing stages... in the
company we’d be helping a customer and
they would say, “Yes, the clear skin girl.”
-Yes, the clear skin girl... “the clear skin
girl that was  helping me.”!!
(LAUGHTER) I'm the clear skin girl!
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It never hit me.... But don’t forget, I
growing up, in my teens, late teens, I
went through Black Power, so anytime
we used to go shopping and thing they
would... “Honkies....whities...” And I
used to bawl, “Shut wup!” you
know...when you went in town to shop
and all that it was “honky”. That’s really
when I realised...that I was different.
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...Granddad... the land is big so they live
here...--Growing up as children, it was
full everywhere. When we ran up Mon
Repos Road, they were all there...Oh
that is another caretaker who was up
there... We were scared of him. Bad Man
Eric. His name was Eric and we used to
call him Bad Man Eric (LAUGHTER).
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You know what horrific thing I only
found out the other day? ...we’re very
friendly with Kathy AAAA, .. Kathy
married white into AAAA and
anyway... going back to French
Creole... We all belonged to the Club,
the Country Club. That’s where all the
white people went, Chinese etc. you
know... Anyway, we are liming, whether
the beach, whether here or there, and any
time the club, the club had huge fetes,...
and Kathy said “I didn’t go there, we
weren’t allowed to go with each other.” |
am going to be sixty-five years old,
Kathy is seventy, I looked at Kathy and
said, “Kathy, you all was not in the
club?” They weren’t allowed!! “No
Mannon, we never walked through the
club, the doors of the club, it was only
your people.” I was just so shocked!!!... I
said, “Kathy, I can’t believe you.” We
limed in Maracas Bay, we down the
islands so so so... I never noticed...And I
said “Oh my God.” How terrible is that.
And that is not that long ago!
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I went to school ...it was Anglican. But
there were...Asian triplets and one other
white kid and that was it. And we were
very... we felt extremely self-conscious,
it was kind of hard to make friends...
you kind of did, but you felt very aware
of being different.
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And they always like...they would make
you cut your hair...“You have doll

BATHS = L~DRSE m



@ NBEATE SC(ERFZE Int T Hum Cult Stud.  No. 30 2020

Original Paper

hair...”...You were very aware of being
different...And “look at your eyes”
because you had very fair eyes.
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...I do think that if I went to a job
interview or something I would feel more
confident about getting it because I am a
little white girl. But I will work hard to
not look ditsy or air headed... because I

think the blond thing too... you get
like... stereotyped.
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But then in other situations, I think it
would work against you,... so a friend of
mine, also tall, very fair skinned, very
blond, we had a little business together,
we were doing editing and proof reading.
And when we were doing up the website
for it, we thought... should we put
pictures? And we were like no because
you would be judged... a lot of people
have chips on their shoulders about white
girls and you know... so they might kind
of... get hostile....
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This job here, at OOOQO, my boss...I
was the only white person who worked
there...on Emancipation Day, ok so you
see I always felt very weird they were
like.... On Emancipation Day, in OOO
O, they made a joke that, to raise money,
because they had like, celebrations every
year on this Emancipation, they said that
to raise money they should tie me to a
pole and people could pay a dollar to
whip me. (LAUGHTER) This is in an
official meeting at OO OO ... But
they know I would... but I did laugh
about it but I thought “Jeez” but don’t
you know... the head of the VVV
department, when she met me, said I was
the colour of a lizard’s stomach...
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This study explores the issue of white identity defined as European-descended white, in the Caribbean

island of Trinidad, and examination of what makes people consider themselves “white” and different from

no-white “others”, and what constitutes their whiteness in relation to non-whites. In August 2017 and

February 2018, oral history interviews were conducted in Trinidad with adult participants who consider

themselves white and who are considered white by other whites. The stories shared by the participants

suggest 1. Awareness of the differences in physical features and social class from non-white “others”, 2.

enforced-awareness of responsibility and accountability for slave trades and slavery in the colonial days, and

3. harassment and bullying by non-white “others” based on the difference in physical features and the

colonial “sin” as slave owners, are the elements that contribute to the construction of white identity as

European-descended white in Trinidad.
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