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November 10, 1913

My Dear Mr. Nagao:

In the death of Mr. Okakura-Kakuzo, we have met
with a personal and official loss which we feel quite
unable to repair. We greatly desire, however, to honor
his distinguished memory by continuing, to the best of
our poor ability, the work of collecting and expounding
the fine arts of Asia in the way indicated and, so far,
carried out under his inspired guidance.

With this end in view, we feel that the first and
most important step is to secure to this Museum, if
possible, the continued services of the eminent scholars
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and critics on whose wisdom and loyality Mr. Okakura
so firmly relied, and I am, therefore, asking Mr.
Nakagawa, Mr. Niiro and Mr. Hayazaki, as | now ask
you, to join in constituting a Committee of Experts
whose business it will be to look after our interests in
China and Japan. It was Mr. Okakura’s wish that Mr.
Nakagawa should take the lead as adviser to the
Museum in matters relating to Oriental art, and
accordingly I have asked him to act as Chairman of the
suggested organization.

Trusting that the Museum may be so fortunate as
to have your valued assistance in the future as in the
past, and with expressions of the highest esteem, [ am

Faithfully yours,

Director.

(1913 4 11 A 10 H
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— Abstract

Wu Changshuo’s “Yu-Gu-Wei-Tu G- 7 2 %£” Chinese Plaque, on the wall in the area of Oriental arts
collection in Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), Boston, have been thought Okakura Tenshin, who was the head of
Chinese and Japanese arts collection of the museum, had asked Wu Changshuo to make it. However, in fact,

Nagao Uzan (he was a Okakura’s friend and Sinologist who lived in Shanghai,) asked Wu Changshuo as his

neighbor to write, and put it in a Black Lacquer. Then, he sent it to Okakura in Boston. Since Nagao was

asked to be an advisory staff at MFA by Okakura at that time, he sent the plaque as an inaugural gift, I think.

Okaura’s contributions at MFA have been highly regarded, but nobody have mentioned there was cooperation

by a scholar named Nagao, who had a relationship with Wu Changshuo and inherited the orthodox of

Sinology. The purpose of this report is analyzing his works and finding out the signification of the cultural

exchange between Japan, China, and the US, which have achieved success in modern times.
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