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Imperial view and deep bow
—An additional note for “Blind Observer”—
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Meiji government utilized so-called "Goshin’ei (Real Figure, Imperial Portrait)" to re-establish Modern
Imperial System. That was planned as an image strategy at first. But what was the most useful strategy which
gave the absolute authority to Meiji Emperor? I might say it wasn't so important to show the image to
Japanese people. The government compelled the Japanese to obey various ceremonies like Reading
ceremony of the Imperial Rescript on Education. Such ceremonies usually followed by deep bow were very
useful to discipline the Japanese for worship of the Emperor. Therefore looking at the image directly was
rather prohibited. We should say such kind of prohibition was the most efficient. The powerful image told the

Japanese not to look at, but to bow deeply.

I’d like to say that we will be compelled to find the same kind of prohibition in the films directed by Kenji
Mizoguchi. His film exactly tells us“Don’t look at, just bow deeply.”

(%fHH 2015412 4 1 H, ZFA 2015412 A 14 H)

W BT (SED £10E)
Bk © RIE LT RS S0 [ SOR %

NEBORTER B SCETIERE B A SO S AR R AR AR LB 15187

SEFIIHERY, B,

AATASCY:. SR EMGORBRRICERZ H TEREOITZ1T> TV 5.

FREE [HLIVWER] ofs vy - SV EFEROE G~ (B, §54), x7— - Py %

27 OBE G, F94h)




